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' GENEALOGICAL SKETCH OF MY FAMILY

By Edwa>d Ahenakew

In giving a genealogical sketch of my family it is perhaps
in order that I should begin by introducing myself.

My name is Edward Ahenakew; I have no Indian name of my

 own. Born at Ataﬂkakooﬁé Reserve, I remember we lived, during

132 ny early childhood, in a log house, thatched with mud and hay.

' There was a beautiful ;gke close by; because of its beaches, it
was called Sendy Leke. The landscape around is bold and hilly,

‘promontories éovered with tall‘slender'spruce trees'p;onect ott

~ ihto the lske and on summer evenings,.wﬂen the watefs are celm, we

. hear the sad call of the diver which seems to blend with the

-;;; solitude of the place, a solituds which persists, even though, now,

ZV_jfcan be seen, good sized dwellings here and there, along the higher

;'spots borderlng the lake.
My pa:ents, Baptiste and Ellen Ahenakew, were very worthy
people. My father's feafures, cast in Indien mould, showgd much

' stféngth of charactér, my mothdf was considered very good looking,

" hot only by myself but by others, Indian and white. They were

Ty both true to their Christian beliefs, and we their children owe

i a great deal to them. None of us can lay claim to anything of

a saintly nature but all of us stand by and help any effort made
to improve thlngs'agqnst.our‘dwn:;ndian people.

Untoward cirqggstancés attended my birth. It was only

after my fatherfs death that I was told that my mother was alone;
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in a teepee, when i was born. ?or reasons which I will mention
later ﬁy father's mother Keeskapakwas was unable to walk at the time.
She crawled into the teepee, ignorant of what was happening, Jjust
in time to réécue me from the ground where I iay. ~She took charge
and in a few minutes, all was well. Her appearance probadly
saved two lives, my mother's and mine.

The abnormal circumstances which surrounded’my hirth did
not seem to a;fect me ad#ersely. HoweVerf I was a weak ailing
baby and nothing could be done to maké me heélthier aﬁd stronger.

‘When about three years of age I was wasting away graduaily.
A time came when I could not eat. On the eleventh day of what
I may refer to as my fast, a girl-cousin of mine brought me a
strawberry, the first ripe one found that summer. I can remember
that berry, it was not fully ripe but I wanted to eat it. . It
seemed tasteless but I swallowed it.

My mother having hear& the story of the ppophet Samuel-and-
the prayer of his mother, thought she would actlin a similar way
regardiné~myself. She discussed the matter with my father and
he was agreeable. She then prayed to God asking Him to sparé ny
life and I would be given up to His service.

Whéther it was thé effect of eating that strawbaerry o6r not
I cannot say, it may have rem:.nd.ed my stomaeh that it had its

';work to do, it may have started the flow of digestive juices if

:f_iguch exist, at any rate from that time om, I began to teke

~ * nourishment, first a little, but in increasing amoupts as time

" went -by.
My strength of course came back to me slowly, In time

I was a normal child in every way except that I was a weakling.



When I had passed my eleventh gear my parents Xnew the
time had come when preparation for the life I was to live, shoudd
begin. My mother had made her vow, a decided effort must be
-made to redeem heé promise to dod. Looking on my frail condition,
the th&ught of my being away from their care made the anticipation
of our‘parting full of sadness for then.

Aftér a great deal of discussion and plenning, they took
me to Prince Albert where there was a good Indian Residential
School in 0pergtion. This town 1s sixty-five miles from my home.
It was in November that we made the trip.

When we at length arrived at the Saskatchewan.River, across
froﬁ the'town, we found ice floating. It was three days later |
that we were able to cross on foot. | |

I was signed over to the principal. Hg was an Archdeacon,
smallish in stature but very awe-inspiring. Hé had flashing §yes .
hélf shaded by very heavy eyebrows; on his chin wés é.large heard
which always seemed~to want to fork but which neVer.éétually did.
He was bow-legged.

These superficial tnings I noticed but failed +to realize
that here was a man who knew Western Canada and the people living
in the West perhaps better than any one alse; = men o great
will power,.a workef.who ﬁérked to some purpose and who on»leaving
the Earth knew that he had accompllshed a. great deal- of what would
be useful to people, Ex speclally those of the Indian race. .

When I parted from-my father I shed no tear but the pain
in my heart was great as I watched him walging away. He never
looked back once. "I was very depressed and I was glad when two

cousins of mine ran over and took charge of me. We Joined the



group of boys who were kxicking a ball around. Very soon, ny
troubles were forgotten.

I gradually fell into the ordinary round of school life.
wé had a great deal of organized play. fle received a good training
"although our Ai#ing conditions were quite poor.

. My health had greatly improved and I had, during my school
days won a few minor honors both on the play grounds and in the
class room. The most important thing, however, happened to me
~when I passed my Matriculation examination because this gave me
the necessarﬂy standing for admission into Wycliffe College,
Toronto to which institution I went. I transferred later on
to Emmanuel College, Saskatoon, Sask., where I received s minor
~ degree called Licentiate of Theology) I being_the first student
to ever have had gg conferred on him by that institution, but only
because my initial began'with the letter "A."

| Some years later (1918) I began to’study medicine inlofder_A
to be better equipped; £'s I thought, to do work amongst the
 Indiems. Owing to a bresk-down in Realth due bo wlcers in the
stomach, I decided very reluctantly not to take the two remaining
- Years needed to give me a doctor's stending.
The years I spent on the course were not wasted entirely.

What'knoﬁledge I gained has come in handy’from time to time. I

~thhink also, that my outlook on thlngs has been widened and ny

T association with the medical students was, I eam sure, of some

’Tlfvalue to me.

-

I weht back to my church work. I was Generel Missionary
orf the diocese for many years. Then because of the financial

position of the Church snd shortage of men the Bishop felt I should

take the mission I am working now. There are over mxx
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400 Indians on this parish and an equal number of Halfbreeds
Just outside the boundary of the Reserve. The site is along tkre
banks of the Ex¥x Saskatchewan River and adjacent to the Hudson
; Bay land on which was bullt Fort a la Corne.

AHENAKEW (my paternal grandfether and his five brothers)
| The name Ahenskew was my grandfether's own neme.
. Unfortunately it has.no'meaning. Not all Indien nsmes have
a meaningf

In order to show how & name may be given to an Indian child,
I will teke an example right from this loceality. About an hour
ago a youngish man went out of my office accompanied by a little
daughter. Her name is izxnxxxmxxxh Ma, qna mauch, it is
conceivable that some seventy years from now some ome may ask the
'meaning of the name. Some scholar of the Indisn language then will
manege to work out some méaning'for it, by skilfully manipula%ing
roots of words, prefixes and suffixes. He will be wrong!

Before I go further with this name ¥a ma mauch I will
try to show how easily a Cree speaker may meXe a mistake regarding
the interpretation of Indian names.

Archdeacon Macﬂay, ny old principal at the school I attended
in Prince Albert,was perhaps the best Cree scholer we have ever

~had in the country. He and I were on antrain together.

Some commerclal travellers opgosite to us were discussiné
~the name of a v;liage called Adanac. They thought;it was an Indiesn
name. They asked me if I could tell them its meening. I hesita-
ted. Archdéacon_ MacKay unfortunately took it upon himsel? to

answer.

He said it Probably was a corruption of the -Tndian word
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Be went into an elaborete explanation of how the W6rd

_ What he said was absolutely right but he.was very embarras-

. sed when anéther man who had been listenigg quietly said, nr1 always
frﬁnderétood that the name Adanac was the wird Canada turned back-

" ward.m Of course he wes right.

. The name of little Ma ma mauch‘had.its origin thus,- her

little sister tried to pronounce her neme, Evelyn Keud, after she
was baptized. She said "Mama mauch:" The other members of the
Temily began to use this name. Today every one calls her that.
Instead of being en Indian name, as itskgg;gg would indicate, it
is really Engiish in its origin.
- I have dwelt on this at length because so many people have
looked either disappointed or a bit doubtful when I have had to
tell them that my grend father's neme had no meaning.

The first Ahenakew hit his knee agalnst & sherp stone when
he was thrown by a stumbling horse. The Jjoint was so smeshed up,
~ that he was never able to walk with his left leg egain.  Moreover,
:.the sore never properly healed up. He was a cripple on érutqhes
for the rest of his life.

In days when men hunted and fought, a crippled leg was a
- most serious matter. ~ His héndicap prevented my grandfather from

attalning to any prominence, inasmuch as phyéical'comnetency was,

- at that ‘time, absdlutely esseﬁtiél to success; much’ moré So than -

:‘-, in these izxx’times, when occupations can be found fairly easily

-

Qg-for the maimed end even Ior the blind.
| He died in 1878, so I never saw him. He did one very
| worthy deed. | He was.the first Indian on the Reserve to accept
Christianity. '

A young ﬁissionary, Rev. John Hines, bad been Sent out
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by the C. M. S. to work amongst the Indians in Xorth West Canaca,
I shall not go into detail about his work; 1t 1s enough to say
theat he settled et Sandy Lake and began his work with great zeal.
He had ben & farmer's son in England so he was invaluable =¥ also
ink the advice he gave the Indians who were for the first time
trying to raise cattle and to ETOW wheet and vegetebles.

My people were, of £fourse, pagan, when they settled down on
the new Reservation. My grand father attended all the services
which were held on.Sundays. A time came when he and my grand-
mothen were'convinced that what they heard in church was the truth.
They deci&ed to scrap their 0ld beliefs and accept the teaching
of Jesus €hrist, the Son of God.

There was & serious difficulty in the way. Two of his
older brothers were still living. They had not said'enything
about Christisnity, one way or another. For him, to take on
another religion was a blg step. According to indian custom, he,
as the 7oungest brotherjhad not the right to take the initial
step and thus usurp the right of his older bﬁythers. _Ee'held back
for some time. | L |

Then Mr. Hines preeched a sermon on the text, "NowA§S;§;3===:$§e
accepted time, now is the day of salvation.nm It seemed a direct '
message to my grandfathef. After talking with his wife, he
-' decided that he would accept_Christianitg with or without his

.~bpothers' conéent. 7 .

- That evening he invited them to his house.  After they-
had well eaten.and had thetrézzzzg-going, he told them the situatén
he was in. He asked them to give him permission, as older qqgthers,

to teke the step he had decided on. He did not hide anything from

them, he kmew the kind of men they were.
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After a pause the Chief spoke very mildly. He said he
himself had decided to adopt Christiasnity but that his wife was
not reedy and he wss waiting for her. In the meantime his brother
could follow the dictates of his conscience, that he would glve ;
his senction willingly to any step that he might take.

The other brother, Susu kwa moos,spoke in like manner.
My grandfather was happy to know that now the way for him and his

. family was wide mmk open and after a few weeks' teaching they

were baptized,- the first fruits of the missionary's work.
Others followed his leed. In a few years there were very few

indeed who were pagan.

Ah'ensgkew's brothers.

The nemes of the two oldest I am unable to find out. One
died of small pox in 1870, during an epidemic which went through
Saskatchewan and Alberta. Some of his descendants have been
leaders on the reserves and a goodly number have-Joined the
colors in the two Great Wars. The next brother, nsame forgotten,
was last eeen when he went to some post in the North, acting.as
one of a party attending some whlte man of some importance, probably .
a Hudson Bay Co. officer. While out there he hed the misfortune

" to cut his foot with an axe. When the time came for the party
to return, he was unable to travel S0 he_stayed He never
returned. Rumour has it that he married out there; 1t was
.Lvnfooabiy true. It needed some such importent thing to induce &
\\;_ prairie Indian of those days to settle in a country of forssts
 end rocks. .

When I travel throggh the North country 1 sometimes think

:that some of the Indiansg I meet, may be distant cousing of mine,



descendants of this men.

L\’ur)}(

<
(”/ Ghief Ahtah ka Xodp (Starblanket)

The third brother of my grandfather was the head of thg
family. He wés & Very prominent men. I remember him very well
as he was s8till alive when I left the Reservation to g0 to school
in Prince Albert in 1896. He died the next year (1897) at the
age of 86. The date of his birth would thus be 1811.
| He stood, I am told, six feet and three inches. To qudte
one who kmew him well, a Hudson Bay officer named Alex Seymour,
"he was the best proportioned man I ever saw, Indien or white.n
éhe-chiéf had a strong, handsome face. I know, becsuse I saw
& picture of him only the other day. His hair was duteh cut,

& style then sdopted by the half—preeds. He was cslm and
deliberaté in_mévement and speech. EiE\jSEEE/EEEE_BEEUEEEEE«9£

He was a powerful man physically and mentally. Assuming
'leadership,~§herever he was; came naturelly to him and this was
accépted fy others as a matter of course. Viscounf Miiton, who
spenﬁ a wintef near Sandy Leke, referred to him in his book%
as one of the biggest savages hé knew. He had cause to dislike
the cﬁief butigtarblanket,was indeed a Bavage, he was a noble one, 
at least. |

He was a fur-chief of the Hudson Bay Co.; when the Treaby
wasAsigned in 1876 af_Fort Carlton (Sask.), his name and that of
Mist awssis (Big Child) were put down es Head Chiefs, in dis-

{ - ; -
tinetion to the rest who were referred to as chiefs. This meant

* Milton and Cheadle: "The North-West Passage by Land.m
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that Starblenket was the head chief of the bands in the country
North of the Fort, and Mist awesis the head chief of the bands
operating in the more prairie courtry, South of the For:.
Mist awasis was also a very remsrkable men end I will have
 Some reason to fefer to him later om in this sketech.
Sometime after the Ahenakew femily were baptized the
chief and his household also .joined the Church. He was given the
name John. As a child I used to see hlm and his counclllors
occupying the very front pew of the church. I still imagine
some times, I can hear him sing in church an octave lower than the
rest of the singers. . I notice in the 0ld Symod journals thet he
‘always attended the annnal diocesan meetings in Prince Albert.
+I note thet at one éynod he was appoinfed a delegate to the General
Synod. . In l§9g jusf before the closing of the Diocesan Synod a
' motion was made,- "That we the Synod of Saskatchewan now
assembled signify our Joy in having hed Chief“Starblanket’s'presence
with us during our meetings.“ This was passed unanimously .
Probably the mover and seconder felt that it mlght be the
last synod the now aged chief would attend. It weas. He died
early the next year. _
I shail not take time to describe the funersal. xnough =
it is to say, thgt.whites'and Indians elike,came.to pey their
-last homage to his worth' . The Government represented by the
" Indian Department officer did its full share in all thet needed to

.',be done.

The Chief took a firm stand when the North West Rebellion
>-bfoke out. He, with Chief Mist awasls, declared neutrality.
Thej moved fheir bands to a Sioux Reserve a few miles North West

of Prince Albert. The Sioux Indians, who had lately fled across



